VILLA MARIA CECIUA

HOSPFITAL

The imtervemtlonal Gardic-Angioiogy Univ
at Villa Maris Cecilia Hospital in Cotignola,
italy is-headed by Dr Alberto Cremonesi
and Dr Fausto Casiriotz. The hospital is
pait of Gruppo Villa Maria, an llalan snd
International health care network of sevy-

eral hospitals

The unit 15 one of the most recognised
cardiac centres i ttaly and built [ts intei-
national reputation in the field of com-
nary and endovascular interventions, in
particular carotid stenting. After estab-
lishing its coronary programme in the
early 1990'% inchiding an acute M| service,
the unit purswed the development of
endovascular techmigues and technolo-
gies: It was recognised that a greater pro-
portion of patients were burdened by
polyvascular disease and sometimes the
artificial boundanes between disciplines
hindered benefit to patients. This pro-
gramme was successful because of the
methed of monsultation and tearmwork
between physicians and surgeons and the
support and trust given by the executive
management of the hospital

Today, the cathlab undertakes a high vol-
ume of coronary, carotid and peripheral
procedures (femoral, lliac, below-the-knes,
renal, aneurysmal and stenotic aortic dis-
ease), Structural heart Interventions are
managed by a highly-trained and dedicat-
ed team imvelving doctors, nurses and
radiagraphit technicians. The expertise

and innovations of the team have often
defined progress in'the arena of endovas-
cular carotid therapy

Embedded In the philosophy of the umit is
the principle to educate and teach
Mational tramees in cardiblogy are abtle to
speni & year undertaking diagnostic and
interventional cardiac catheterisation
training, It Is the centre for the EuroPCR
Petipheral Research & Interventional
Fellowship

It Is also an established
centre for the training
i the Master in Endo-
vascular  Technigues
programme from the
University of Milan-
Bicocca, as it shares
the thinking that
cross-fertllisation  of
kriowledge and. skills
between varlous spe-
cislties | valuable, I this programme,
interventionists from all schools are able
to pursué high-specialisation in endovas-
cular technigues to dellver such therapies
safedy.

We believe
cross-fertilisation
of knowledge and

skills between various
specialties is valuable.

The centre has established a strong
national and international collaborative
network thronghout Europe and the
United 5tates, These coilaborations con-
tribute to a broadened understanding
of cardiovascutar disease through
research, saientific publications and ciin-
ical triafs

As part of the vision of Gruppo Villa
Maria; the Villa Mana Foundation Clinical
Statistics & Health Research Institute
has been established
and recently provided
suppart for a research
scrent|st Prof
Giancario Buaming 15
the Chairman of the
Endovascular Project
of the Group:

The directors believe,
though an ambitious
endeavour,
ence in intervention in several disaiplines
will lead to the development of superla-
tive mterventional abllity, providing the
safe management of patients with ever
increasing complexity
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